


What is the difference between a BA / BFA in visual communication design? 

A BFA degree is a professional degree offering the opportunity to develop 

depth and specialization in a creative art practice. Conversely, a BA degree is 

a general studies degree offering breadth of understanding through exposure 

to an area of artistic activity; a minor or area of concentration outside the 

major is required for a BA to help achieve this. The degrees vary slightly in 

total number of credits required (BA: 121 credits; BFA: 122 credits); the main 

difference is in the make-up of the requirements. 

 The BFA degree is preferred by the profession, the AIGA (the American 

Institute for Graphic Arts — the largest professional association of visual 

communication designers), and the accrediting agency NASAD (the National 

Association of Schools of Art and Design). The Visual Communication Design 

BFA degree at Northern Kentucky University offers a deep, comprehensive 

scope of study and a competitive advantage in portfolio development. The 

degree carries a level of distinction, and as such, has requirements for 

eligibility and elevated standards for completion. A student interested in 

http://www.aiga.org/

